@ht Jtessengrr,

Batered at the Postoffice at Wil-
mimgton, N. C., as Second-Class
Matter, April 13, 1876,

;_AUKEON & BELL COMPANY.
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION:
PHBE DAILY MESSENGER by mail
ene vear, $6.00; six months, $3.00;
three menths, $1.50; one month, 50

cents.

PHE SEMI-WEEKLY
&we eizht-pmage papers)
omne Yyear, $1.00; six months,
cemts, in advance.

MESSENGER
by mail,
50

WILMINGTON, N. C.

e e e e )
IS BRYAN LOSING STRENGTH?

The Fayetteville Observer, one of the

strongest Bryan papers in the land, bad |
im its iesue of last Saturday an edi-'

terial with the heading “Executive
Committees  Find No Fault in En-
doreing Bryan When Wishing to.”

We take this to mean that the execu-
tive committee of the democratic party
in this state refused to endorse Mr.
Bryan because a majority of that body
was opposed to such action and not be-
cause, as published, that majority had
po right to do so. The Observer
speaks of the ‘‘clever movement to
‘head off' the resolution prepar-
ed by direction of the Cum-
berland Bryan Association” and
criticises the action of the ‘“North
Carolina leaders.” Doeg not that action
of the “North Carolina leaders” indi-
cate that they had felt the democratic
pulse and found it not to beat so
gtrongly for Mr. Bryan as it dig two
years ago when the convention gave
the committee authority for passing
such resolution as that “prepared by
direction of the Cumberland Bryan As-
gociation?” If the leaders in their meet-
ing last month had thought the Bryan
sentiment in the state was as strong
as it appeared to be two years ago
would thev have hesitated to pass the
resolutions prepared for its favorable
action by Cumberland Bryan Associa-
tion? Surely it would not have hesi-
tated to do so. That committee had
as much authority to pass such resolu-
tions as did the committees in the sev-
eral other states which have recently
done so. ©One may say what he pleases
anbout the ostensible reasons the com-
mittee hed for not adopting the reso-
tions; but the facts remain that the
democratic state committee refused to
pass the resolutions and that committee

tion of two years ago which endorsed
Mr. Bryan’s nomination for two years
thence. " Can any Bryan man eclaim
that there was no significance in this

action of the committee? Does not it |
- ed

Knowing what we do of the abuse of !

show that Mr. Bryan is not as strong
in the gtate today as he was two years

ago, or at least that a majority of the!

state cominiltee are
¢ railroads have not resorted to the

members of the

of that opinion?
- e — . .

TARII'F REVISION.

Both parties promise the peopls tar- |

but is ' them, that

iff reform in the near future:

either in condition to carry out its |
pledges? The republicans

congress can't do it, becauce
they do not daie to go coun-

ter to the desires of the men who keep
them in power, and the demeerats
can't do it becase there is no possible
chanve of their gettinz control of the
two bouges of congress and of the ex-
ecutive branch of ihe governmenti at
the same time in the near future. No
matier how great a political landslide
there may he for the demoerats in the
November electicn—even if they shoul i
eJect the president and a majority of
the miembers of the pouse of represent-
atives—it world no. be possible to
change the political ecomplexion of the
senate uniil after March 4, 1911. There-
fore it is plain that the only chance
the country has for tariff reform in
the next three years is at the hands
of the “friends of traiff”—the republi-
cans, [f any tariff revision is to
come within that time it must be at
the hands of the republicans, driven to
such measures by the fear that unless
they grant the peopie some relief the
governmental power will be wrested

frcm their hands after that date by the
people who will by then have become
even more restive under and opposed
to the high protective principles of
that party which are maintained at
the present day and which are already
causing so much dissatisfacticn in the
ranks of the party in several sections
of the couniry. We believe the repub-
licans will put off revision of the tar-
iff—that is, &4 revision in the interest
of the people—as long as they can safe-
ly do so, and then they will make a
pretense of making such revision in
order to prevent their loss of control
of the government. The question, then
i, what is the best for the democrats
to do, to aid the .republicans in the
meaniime making such improvements
in the law as will be of some adva :.a ¢
to the people or oppose revising the
tariff by its friends and taking the
chances of, a few years later, securing

contral of all branches of the govern- _

ment and putting in effect a tariff law
which suits the ideas of the low tariff
party. There is more of a certa'nty,

. wit, some relief to the people by the

former course than there is a little
In‘e~ on of greater benefit through the
Iniler couvrse.
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THE NEW MILEAGE BOOK RULE.

! The railroads of the state have
eaused a great deal of adverse criti-
eism by their recent order that af-
ter today the holders of mileage
tickets must go to local staiion
agents and have their mileage “pull-
ed” by the latter and be given tick-
ets to the points of destination in
place of the mileage taken out, in-
stead of, as heretofore, having the
concductors take out the mileage af-
ter the train had stated. We under-
stand that this order has causcd

much dissatisfaction on the part of the
men who generally purchase this
elase of transportation, especially the
traveling representatives of business
houses. These claim that the new
rule causes them great delay and an-
'moyance, which they
+avoided by purchasing these tickets.

The new erder has been denounced
as an outrage and a great imposition
on the men wno use mileage tickets.

As the reaaers of The Messenger of
last Saturday
Glenn was 80 incensed at the issu-
ing of the rule that he wrote a let-
ter to President Finley, of the South-
ern railroad, excoriating him, as the
power tarough whom he personally
negotiated the passanger rate com-
promise, because of the action
railroads had taken in this matter
and declaring that if he had Enown
that such a rule was to be adopted
by the railroads he never would have
submitted the proposition he did to
the legislature in extra session and
the latter would not have passed the
compromise bill.

)y way of parenthesis we will say
that we cannot understand how the
governor knows the legislature
would not have passed that bill if he
had refrained from recommending it.
In fact his experience with the two
sesgions of the legislature during his
term of office indicates that that
body does not pay much attention to
his recommendations, for the two
most important recommendations he
has made to that body were ignored
by it. The legislature of 1897 re-
fused to be governed by his recom-
mendation that a two and a half
cent passenger rate be established
and the one of 1908 turned down his
urgent reeommendation that it pass
2 state prohibition bill over the
heads of the people. What reason
then has he for thinking that body
would have heeded his advice in this
ease? It strikes us the governor was
when he

made that statement.

But to get back to the matter in
question. Is this new rule such a
great hardship on the users of mileage
books? Were not the railroads fore-
to it for their own protection?

the mileage book system under the
old rule, we are surprised that the

new rule long ago. Traveling men
know, as well as do the railroads,
who had many instances reported to
many—not all—owners of

mileage books greatly abused their

i lpri\'ilages. There were many ways of
j doing (his, such as getting on a train

and having mileage “pulled” to a
nearby station and riding far beyond
it; having baggage checked to far
distant points on exhibiting their
books to the baggage agent and then
bearding a ftrain for a
tance and often in an entirely differ-
ent direction., Numerous instances of
these and other tricks were con-
stantly being reported to the railroad
officials. Under the old system they
could not be prevented. The new
rule blocks these schemes of de-
frauding the railroads.

gain there is not so much time
of the conductors taken up in collect-
ing or punching a straight ticket as
there is in making out the mileags,
tearing it off and securing the signa-
ture of the holder of the mileage
book, thus giving the conductor more
time to attend to his other duties
while hig train is in transit.

Still again this rule, while some-
thing new in this state, is by no
means so in other sections of the
country. It has for some time been
the rule to the north and west of
this state, and when the proposition
was made that these mileage tickets
should be made interchangeable the
roads which had the system already
in force refused to make such tickets
interchangeable unless the North
Carolina roads would adopt the same

rule. How then the hardship? Men
who have been riding on inter-
changeable tickets om those other

roads have been for a long time sub-
jected to this great inconvenience (?)
and their interchangeable books
!vwould not be recognized over thcose
roads if such a rule did not prevail
on the North Carolina roads issuing
them. By adopting this rule the rcads
of this state have extended to the
holders of mileage books the advan-
tages of such tickets.

And still again. It must be borne
in mind that the railroads of this
section, in iIssuing the mileage books
at the reduced rates have put iIn the

“hands of that class of the traveling

heretofore |

learned, Governor |

the ;

short dis-
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‘public which uses them passengw ]| AMMUNITION FOR RKEPUBLICANS | STATE RAILROAD REGULATION.

transportation much cheaper thaa
ever offered in this section of the
country. It I8 as cheap In thie
sparsely settled section as it is in the
most thickly peopled part of the ne-
tion. It is as cheap here it is where
the railroads bhaul fifty passengers to
every one of our roads., Considering
the amount of travel on the roads im
this eection and ir those so muea
more thickly settled where the rates
are the same, our roads im these
mileage bocks give the cheapest pas-
senger transportation in the United
States. This being the fact and in
consideration of the further fact that
when the railroads agreed to put on
these very cheap rates they did it as
an experiment for a year in order to
ascertain {f they could do businees
without a loes on euch rates, it
'strikes us that the officials of the
roads owe it as a duty to the ocor-
;porations they represent, to 't.ha
stockholders of those corporations and
to those of the roads’ patrons who
‘pay a higher rate for transportation
'by the purchase of single route
| tickets, to see that the roads get
| value recelved for every mile ridden
;by those who hold the mileage
 books.

The mileage book men are not
- the only ones who are entitled
Tcousideration from the railroads.
‘They form a small proportion of the
F passengers whom the railroads ac-
‘commodate with transportation. The

ipurchasers of straight tickets who
‘pay a half cent a mile more than
the other class form the bulk of

| patrons of the roads—the people who
| cannot afford to pay down twenty or
forty dollars at a time for tickets
‘for possible future travel. These lat-
jter are to be considered also. All the
advantages and all the accommoda-
i tions are not to be given to the
{other. The countryman with his lit-
tle dollar and a half trunk, who pays
i half cent a mile more than the othea:
 fellow has got to show his ticket in
Eorder to have his trunk checked and
he does not ever try to cheat the
,road by having his trunk checked for

a haul of several hundred miles
lwhen he is going to travel only a
| score or more.

i It must be Y“orne in mind that

'the railroads have put on this cheap
rate as an experiment for one year.
' Their agreement was to give it a
I‘ fair trial for that length of time in
| order to see if they could afford to
continue it. It is highly probable,
under recent decisions of the federal
circuit courts in this and other states
and of the federal supreme court
' sustaining those lower courts, that at
| the end of that time if the railroads
jshow that they are losing money on
these rates they will be allowed to
! restore the former higher ones. There-
'fore we say it is to the interest of
' parties using these very cheap tickets
to aid the railroads in showing that
,they can make a profit at present
charges, instead of doing all they can
{ to hamper them.

It strikes us that in the new at-
, titude Governor Glenn has assumed
'he is working directly against the in-
terests of those of the state—'‘the
people”—whom he claims to repre-
'sent, in the interest of .a favored
~class who heretofore had  ULeen
'granted special privileges and are
under the compromise of last
i ter given greater special privileges.
| We recognize the fact that there are
| “two sides to every question” and
may be more to moest ones. We give
‘the above as some reasons why the
railroads should not be 8o vehem-
' ently abused for the action they
| have taken. We feel sure many
' others could be given, and atl the
same time are willing to admit that
Ethere are some good points in the
! position taken by those on the other
! side of the proposition, but we think
that a thorough sifting of all the
facts will show the preponderence in
favor of the new order. We are sur-
prised to see that Governor Glenn,
the good lawyer that he is, can see
only one side of the case.

\

win-

PISTOL TOTING BY PERMIT.

- e—

The press dispatches giving an ac-
count of the shooting of the negro in
Washington City by Caongressman
Heflin stated the latter announced at
the police station that on account of
the anonymous letters he had receiv-
ed threating his life he had been grant-
ed permissicn to go armed. It seems
the laws of the District ef Columbia
allow the granting of such permission
for a period of thirty days, the per-
son giving a three hundred dollar
bond. At the end of thirty days the
permit can be extended for a like per-
iod, on renewal of the bond, for good
cause shown. The Charlotte Chroniclz
suggests that this law could be im-

permit to wear a badge ‘“‘to

be in the unpleasdnt position he occu-
“niee- .

-

1

—

i

ptoved by requiring the owner of 3!able to accomplish. We hope
indicate | democrats of the state will stand clear
that he is loaded.” That is a good idea i of them and not listen for a moment
if people are allowed to go armed. If | to any propositions that
Mr. Heflin had been wearicg one that ' made. We have enough populists en-
negro would have been ¢areful about ' polled -in the democratic party as

the kind of language he used to him, ima.tt.ers now *wtind. "and we do not
and the congressman would not now ¢

J

‘We do mot like joint canvasses of
candidates for nomination in any eir-
cumstances, but we take it that advo-
cates of this plan generally must dis-
approve of the Kitchin-Craig and the
Brooks-Hvolt discussions. They are cal-
culated to do the party great harm.
We can't understand why the partiel-
pants do not see this, unless it is

'lthat they are so blinded by sesilshness

or are so aaxious for ikhe offi.cs that
they go mot cars what harm is 4 e ihe
party, just so they get the nomina-
tions, feeling that the latter would
amount to an election in eith:r case.
That may be politics, but it sucely Is
not loyalty to the party. These men
are making some mighty good ammu-
nition for the republicans during the
campaign and a lot of it, too; as will
be seen when the contests for election
begin after candidates are nominated.

C - —

STRETCHING THE CONSTIT UTION

Twenty thousand operatives in the
mills of New Bngland have their
wages cul ten per cent. Why doesn’t
President Rooseevelt order the inter-
state commerce commission to make
an investigation into the affairs cf
these milling corporatiens in crder to
aseertain whether they are justified
in redueing wages, as he did in the
case of the Louisville and Nashville
Railroad Company when it announced
that it intended to make a wage re-
duction? Can't he stretch the inter-
state commerce clauss of the feleral
censtitution so as to make it cover
this case? Those mills do an inter-
state business. They ship their goods
info all the states ¢f the union. If
the federal gov-rnment can constitu-
tionally rzgulsx.e child labor in the
cotton mills of the southern states,
surely it can do the same as to wages
in the New E.uigland mills. If it has
the power to prohibit those of the
former who employ children under a
certaiun age from shipping their goods
beyond the borders of the state in
which they are situated it ought cor-
tainly to have the same power to pro-
hibit the latter from doing the same
if they are found, after a government
inveszligation, to be paying their em-
vloyes wages far below what Lhe
workx is worth and what the miils
are able lo pay. It str1ikes us one is
no more censtitutional than ° the
other.

Mr. Roo:evclt advocates aciicn by

congrees ol :lie child iabor propo-
sition, claiming that to be constitu-
tional. To Le consistent he should
hold the other so also. He wants con-
gresg to diciate to the states at what
age childrea =hall be allowed to work
in factcries, which would Le a most
ouirageous interference with the
rights of the states to manage their
internal aliairs. He tried to get around
the plain constitutional inhibition by
the subterfuge of prohibiting the ship-
ment beyond the border of the state
of the goods of any mill therein
which employs children under a cer-
tain age, which amounts to the same
thing, for no mill in ike south could
eontinue in operation whose market
confinesd to its own siate.
+ Such prohibition to mills which
violate the child labor laws of their
states would not be so glaringly un-
constitutional, but still it would be
an interference by the national gov-
ernment with the strictly internal af-
fairs of the states.

In his recent mes=age
child labor qguestion was ope of
the enumerated which the
president urged congress to act
upoci as soon as possible.

wWas

l0 eongress
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AOPVULISTS SCHEMING.

Tomorrow is the day for the popu-
list national convention to meet in
St. louis. It is generally conceded
that Mr. Watson, of Georgia, will be
nominated for president. All of the
eleven hundred delegates favor him
except the thirty-seven from Nebras-

ka, who want Mr., Bryan, and the
Alabama delegation.
We hope the convention will not

change its mind and nominate the
latter; for them the democratic party
might be induced to repeat the fool-
ish thing of putting some of the
populist electors on its electoral
tickets in some of the states, North
Carolina among the number, as the
democratic state committee did once
before, to the great disgust of some
of the best democrats in the state.
The republican convention will be
held in the latter part of June and
the democratic early in July. The po-
pulists must have some special reason
for holding theirs so0 much earlier
than the other two. No doubt it is
for the purpose of giving them time
to make deals with the democrats or
republicans in the different states, as
suits their purposes or as they are
the

may be

want to see the party forced further
toward populism. '

' court sayas that

New York
editorial,

Commercial

THER COAL MINERS' STRIK:

printed DeloW, | about the big strike of the bitumiy
the Minnesota and North Carolina | coal miners which began  yesto:
rate decisions In the federal | which indicate that the strike is & w.y.

wmlthaww mn.omttothonlmmnmnm

the meaning of the

ly sense the bearing and the applica-
tion of this decision. The right of
the states to establish and enforce
rates of passenger and freight trans-
portation within their borders has not
in the slightest measure been Im-
paired by this opinion, nor has the
right of the federal government o
exercise control over interstate com-
merce Tales the national
commission been called in question.
To particularize, the Minnesota law
makes two cents per mile the maxi-
mum rate for passage on rallroads
in that state and also fixes the rates
for the hauling of certain commodi-
ties—the penalties for violation of
the act being a fine of $5,000 and im-

prisonment for five years for every , so that their b

that they did all they could to bring y
on. They are able to stand & v .ue 0!
some duratioa without sufferiag logs-:
for, as the press disvatches nnnaunco.
because of the oven winter a4 ln.'
dustrial depressiom there Is 4 large
etock of coml on band. In some soe-
tions Involved In the strike there s no

1
dispute as to wages. the miners not

demanding higher pay or the opers.
tors endeavoring to reduce the seale
The whole trouble seems to be differ-
ences on some minor maiters when the
tUme came to sign up for renewal of
contracts between employers and em-
ployea At oaly oune point did the
mine owners insist on a reduction im
wages. At all points where the strike
was inaugurated the operators se- med
to have been gure that it would occur—
that there would be no aAgreement for
awhile betwgen themselves and the
eperatives. They had prepared for It
by storing wp & large amount o7 coal
ess would Dot le 1n

refusal by an officer of a railroad to terefered wilh.

comply with the provisions of the

law;

trict were successfully appealed

the federal courts for that dis- |
to | of the

It looks llke a me on the par:
-

mine to

Inaugurale a

for enjoining the attorney general ' cheap and convenlemt method of reduc

from enforcing the law; and this .e-
cision by the United States suprems
court merely establishes the jurisdic-
tion of the federal courts in

constiutional, primarily, by reason of
its excessive penalties.

Article eleven in the amendments
to the constitution of the United
States declares that the judicial power
of the United States shall not be
eonstrued to extend to any suit in
law or equity commenced or prosecut-

 ed against one of the United FStates

by citizens of another state or by
eitizens or subjects of any foreign
state—and under this provision the
Minnesota attorney general denied
the jurisdiction of the federal court
in this matter. Section one of article
fourteen in the amendments to the
federal constitution provides,

ever, that no state shall make or

i

!
|
!
|

1
[}

how- |

enforce any law which shall abridge |

the priviileges cor the inmunities
eitizens of the United States: “‘nor
shall any state deprive any person of

life, liberty or property without due '

of |

process of law nor deny to any per- .

son within its jurisdiction the equal
protection of the laws.” This latest
supreme court opirion holds that as
between the prohibition of the
eleventh amendment behind which
the state had takeu refuge in enuct-

|

ing such legislation and the property |

rights protected by
amendment, the la‘ter is paramount
where such rights are invaded. So
much for the jurisdiction of the fed-
eral courts in the matter of “holding
up” the enforcement of state laws—
a clear setback to the ultra-state-
rights theorists.

As tc the specific provisions of the
Minnesota aect itself the supreme
its penalties are so
severe that it would be difficult for a
railroad company to find an employe
willing to run the risk of conviction
of felony for the purpose of testing

the fourteenth I

[

the law, and the company itself
might be subject to the confizeation
of its whele preoperty possibly. It
may therefore be said,” Justice Peck- !
ham concludeg, “that when the penal-
ties for discbedience are by fines so |
enormous and imprisonment =0 so-

vere as to intimidate the compaay and
its officers from resorting to the
couris to test the validity of the
legizlation, the result is the same as
if the law in terms prohibited the
company from seeking judicial con-

struction of laws which deeply ar-”'“

fects its rights.” Hence this
plain unconstitutionality,
Minnesota, North Carolina, all the
states may keep on till doomsday
enacting laws for the reguiation of
freight and passenger rates on their
railroads—provided only that they do
not make the rates so low or the
penalties for violation too high as
to be confiscatory of the propoerty:
and the federal eourts ecan alwavs
stop the enforrement of such laws
pending the constitintional test,
is all there is in this latest decision
by the TU'nited States supreme court.

law's

]

THH CQRGAN'S ACQUIESCENCE.

We think the power of the organ
of the prevailing party to acquiesce
in the action of the executive officers

or in the decisions of the court of
last resort should be regulated by
statue or, perhaps, by an amend-

ment o the rconstitution. As it is now
the governor may not know in what
eases it is necessary for him to ob-
tain the acquiescence of the editor of
the organ, and the matter being In
doubt there is danger of the latter
extending his right of acquiescence to
cases which it does not properly cov-
er, thereby causing serious conflict
between him and the chief executive,
and, furthermore, in case of the elec-
tion of Mr. Eryan as president this
same organ editor might desire to
extend his powers of acquiescence
from state to national affairs. This
latter question 1s of especial impor-
tance as it is said that the chief rea-
son for the organ editor’s vehement
support of Mr. Bryan is that he ex-
pects a ecabinet position if the candi-
date is elected. If Mr. Bryan is nomi-
nated and elected he should make the
organ editor secretary of the navy.
That position is supposed to belong
to North Carolina under democratic
administration and such appointment
would be . especially appropriate in
fhis ease '

That |

|
|

ing the big !upply of coal at the be-
ginning of the dull seasohy an! gu

such ,  the miners have played right int» the
cases and declares the act to be un-' hands of

the producers

TROUBLE WITH VENEZUELA

Our controversy wilh Venezue'a has
reached that stage where diplomacy
ean do nothing moro and the big stigk

vIill have to be broutht . We
¢> not understand, howeve . whv My
lioosevelt, who is always so lsned
with any opportunily lor using it
should In this case refrain from its
use and place such respousibility oa

cCungreas, Perhaps 1t Is two knotty
a question for him, and this beiny an
election year he wunts to shif: from
his shoulders to tho of otlers the re
sponsibility for possile fallure Auy-
how, whatever the cause, the 8 ale de-
'artment anpvunces that {t has “washe
ed its hands of Ven¢zuela and turned
the whole mnatter over to congress.

lu consequence, the senate commlittes
on foreign reisxtions hus taken the mat-
ter up, amd the pwolic s told that
those of its members who ars fum Har
with the situation bhave niatively
formulated a prograr embracing three
Iropositions 'ooking .o bringing Vene-
zuela to terms. Two of there will work
treater hard:hip to the Am i ican peo-
ple than to those of the other .
try. The other is to put the m“ajv'r
back Into the hands of the president
and let him take wh't action he secs

vroper in treating with Veuezuelm It

war to avoid this re pon. ib lity that
the state department (urned the whols
matter over to ecng ess.  Mr. Roose-
velt will bo fure to do all he caa to
f brevent conrres rFiding th.s oourese,
ally 1f 1t will foree hi Ly net
Lelare the clretion
CMARKABLL Y - MET
1} ic exeriuent lo
VE .}! ol s 1 O niv | vep-
£€ls the goveimment s p eva loe to
Lk the firing of twalve-ica shells
'm a battleship against the turre's of
the monitor Florida. Pripa-atioas are
now in progress and evory hing will
be in readiness in a week or 'en days

'

The government is tivinz 1o keep the
matter as secrel as possible, as to the

preparations, time and place. In the ex-

periment conditiong “as nearly as ros-
#ible anproaching actua]l war.are” are
to he the feature, with the e ception
that there will be no human being on
| the Florida, although we e such allow-
ed there are plenty of men wio would
volunteer to be abuard at the time
The test is not ouly to ascertsln the
resisting power of the armor plites

of a veseel of the Ficrida type sgalnst
twelve-inche shells, tut also how
rivets and bolta as well as Lhe fm
in the turrets stand the tremendous
concraslon

Another tesy will be made by fring
a Whitehead torpedo at the monitor
to ascertain the effect of sirik ng her
in a vital part

These are the first experiments of
the kind that have ever been made by
the navy of any government—one In
which the target was a vescel In rer-
viee. Several years ago the British
navy tested the guns of I's newest
warships by firing them at some war-
ships that had been permanently put
cut of commission beciuse being of an-
tiquated type.

This will be a costly exneriment for
the government, especially 1f it is
found that the Florida cannot with-
sland the impact of the heavy shells;
but if that proves to be the case It
may be the means whereby the offen-
sive powed of our navy can be great-
iy ptrengthened and thereby be of
great saving to the country In ca-~ of
war Iu the future. "’..
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